1. God

STATEMENT OF FAITH

We believe in the one true God1—the eternal, infinite Creator, who is and forever will be
the supreme King of heaven and earth. His mercy is unending, his justice unyielding, his
love unfathomable, and he governs all things according to His sovereign will for His own
glory.2 He alone is holy, worthy of all glory and honor, trustworthy of all confidence,
deserving of all obedience, and the fountain of all love.3 We believe God eternally exists as
three distinct persons—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Each person
of the triune Godhead is fully God and equally possesses all the perfections of deity while
distinctly fulfilling their harmonious roles in the great work of redemption.4
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The Father
We believe in God the Father Almighty, the fully divine Sovereign King and Creator of
heaven and earth. He is the source of all life and worthy of all praise, glory, love, and
allegiance.1 He is the Author of every event both great and small, both in time and eternity,
for the purpose of His glory. The Father foreknows, chooses and predestines people in
Christ according to His glorious plan of redemption,2 in which he draws sinners to believe
in the Son through the conviction of the Holy Spirit.3 He not only forgives our sin but adopts
us as His children, thus giving us peace with Him.4
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The Son
We believe in God the Son Incarnate, the fully divine and fully human Savior of sinners who
has eternally existed with the same glory as the Father, participating in all His eternal
works.1 He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born as a child named Jesus, and lived among
us as a man.2 He lived a sinless life in obedience to the Father,3 taught the way of God’s
kingdom, worked miracles, died as a substitute for sinners,4 and rose from the dead as the
Lord and Savior5 of His church.6 Jesus is now seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty and serves as the High Priest and mediator of all who believe.7 He will soon
return to judge sinners and to dwell eternally with those who trust in Him.8
Matthew 8:18-27, 28:18-20; Mark 4:38, 5:1-15, 15:39; Luke 9:12-22, 22:70; John 1:1-18, 5:18-21, 8:58, 10:30,
11:27-35; 20:28-31; Romans 9:5; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:13-19, 2:9; Hebrews 1:1-2:3; 2 Peter 1:1;
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The Holy Spirit
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, the fully divine and eternal Spirit who shares in the
mutual love and joy of the Father and the Son from before the foundation of the earth.1 He
is the Spirit of truth sent by God the Father and Jesus Christ to carry out the eternal plan of
redemption among God’s people.2 He accomplishes this glorious plan of exalting Jesus by
applying the gospel to sinners’ hearts,3 convicting us of our sin,4 giving us new life in
Christ,5 testifying to our adoption as children,6 interceding for us,7 equipping us with gifts
for ministry,8 and sealing us until the great day of our redemption.9
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2. The Scriptures
We believe that God is graciously self-revealing and has made Himself known through the
sixty-six books of the Holy Bible, both Old and New Testaments, which He authored by
divinely inspiring men to write as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.1 We affirm
that the Bible is entirely sufficient and trustworthy, completely free from error in the
original manuscripts, and wholly reveals the principles by which God will righteously judge
us.2 The Bible faithfully testifies to the only way of salvation, and has as its ultimate
fulfillment the perfect revelation of God—Jesus Christ.3 And as God’s Word to His people,
the Bible will remain to the end of the world the supreme standard and final authority by
which all matters of life and doctrine should be tested.4 We believe the Bible’s central
message of salvation is made plain to all who read it with a desire to trust and obey God.
The Council of Elders is the interpretative authority on what constitutes sound Biblical
doctrine and practice for this local church.5
Psalm 119; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Hebrews 1:1-2, 2 Peter 1:19-21; 2Proverbs 30:5-6; Romans 2:12; Philippians
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3. People
We believe God created people in His image so that we might share in His joy. We therefore
have inherent value as those given the privilege of enjoying and reflecting the glory and
rule of God on earth. God made us male and female—equally and distinctly—as an
intentional reflection of His image.1 Our first parents, Adam and Eve, were created holy
and happy, yet willfully rebelled against God and ushered sin into the world.2 As a result,
we are all born alienated from God, and inherit the spiritual death of our first parents.3
Without hope and without God in the world, we are sinners by nature, utterly void of the
righteousness required by God, and corrupted by sin in every part of who we are.4 By
nature we do not worship God as He requires, but instead choose to worship idols and
every worthless thing.5 Apart from God’s grace we are unable to turn to God and are
therefore under His just condemnation of eternal punishment, without defense and
without excuse.6

Sanctity of Human Life

Since we are created in God’s image, we believe all human life is sacred. People are of inestimable
worth in all our dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, and the physically or mentally
challenged. We are therefore called to defend, protect, and value all human life at every stage or
condition from conception through natural death. 7
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4. Salvation
We believe God rescues us from spiritual death into eternal life through the work of Jesus
Christ, the promised Savior of the world.1 By Jesus’ death and resurrection, He made full
atonement for our sins as our sacrificial substitute. Jesus Christ absorbed the full wrath of
God that we might receive the full pleasure of God. He died our spiritual death that we
might receive His spiritual life. He took on every curse against us that we might be given
every blessing in Him. He endured our alienation from God that we might be reconciled
and adopted into the family of God. This message of salvation is known as the gospel.2
We believe salvation is freely given without price and without labor, to all who repent and
believe in Jesus.3 The right, required, and continual response of sinners to the gospel of
Jesus Christ is faith and repentance. To repent is turn away from sin. To believe is to turn
towards the finished work of Jesus Christ in humble reliance.4 The power of God expressed
through the gospel is sufficient to save even the greatest of sinners.5 And so all people
everywhere are commanded to repent and believe in Jesus. Those who reject Jesus and His
gospel do so voluntarily, and will justly receive eternal condemnation. But those who
repent and believe in Him will rest in the unending joy of His presence forevermore.6
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Election
We believe that God, in His eternal purpose set forth before the foundation of the world,
graciously chose to save those who put their faith in Jesus Christ.1 This choice, also known
as election, was not based on any good we have done or will do, but depends entirely on
God’s sovereign mercy and pleasure.2 God’s electing grace does not diminish our
accountability before God, but is perfectly consistent with our responsibility to believe in
Jesus.3 And since God predestined us to be adopted as children through Jesus Christ, we
worship Him for the breadth of His love and the depth of His wisdom. The electing grace of
God humbles our attempts to boast, assures us of our salvation, and fuels our confidence in
prayer and evangelism.4
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Regeneration
We believe that a sinner must be regenerated—made new or born again—by the Spirit of
God in order to be saved.1 Regeneration is the work of God’s grace whereby the Holy Spirit
breathes new spiritual life into our dry bones and replaces our rebellious hearts with a
heart that delights in obedience.2 This new birth is evidenced by the spiritual fruits of
repentance and faith, and a newness of life that yearns to please God.3 As new creations in
Christ, at the moment of regeneration we receive the imperishable gifts of forgiveness of
sins, God’s law written on our hearts, the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, and the
promise of a heavenly inheritance.4
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Justification
We believe justification is God’s declaration that those who believe in Christ are righteous
in His sight because He has fully forgiven their sin and freely imputed Christ’s
righteousness to them.1 This unalterable declaration is given freely by God, not in
consideration of anything we have done or ever could do, but solely through faith in Jesus
and His finished work.2 Thus, justification brings us into peace and favor with God, and
secures our eternal life with Him.3
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Sanctification
We believe sanctification is the process by which God frees his people from slavery to sin,
and makes us slaves to righteousness, giving us a desire to share in his holiness and walk in
the way in which Jesus walked.1 This progressive work of God begins in regeneration and is
carried on throughout our lives by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. 2 While this
growth in holiness is a work of God’s Spirit in us, we must also actively, intentionally, and
persistently fight sin through every means He provides3 from the moment of conversion
until Christ calls us to be with Him.4
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5. The Church
We believe the church is the communion of God’s people drawn from every tribe and
language, people and nation throughout all ages.1 The church is made visible on earth in the
gathering of believers into local churches, which are a corporate display of God’s glory to
the world and an earthly outpost of God’s heavenly kingdom.2 We, the church, obey our
calling by preaching the gospel, making disciples, administering baptism and the Lord’s
Supper, and actively loving God, our neighbors, and one another.3
We believe Jesus Christ, as our Head and Chief Shepherd, lovingly rules His church through
His Word and Spirit.4 Elders ought to be recognized as those who faithfully follow Jesus and
lead the church as spiritual under-shepherds, and deacons ought to be recognized as those
who serve the church.5 The congregation, comprised of all covenant members, has the
responsibility to defend doctrine and execute discipline when required by Scripture.6 We
affirm that members of local churches are commanded to assemble regularly, promote
Christ-honoring unity, and live lives that bring glory to God.7
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Baptism
We believe baptism is a joyful response to the command of Christ that symbolizes our
death to sin and resurrection to new life.1 Thus, baptism in water is the delightful duty of all
believers upon their profession of faith.2 Although we recognize other modes, we
encourage baptism by immersion in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, in order to publically display our faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Savior
through this solemn and beautiful symbol.3
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The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is a commemoration of Christ’s dying love portrayed through the sacred
use of bread and the fruit of the vine.1 This meal is for all Christians who trust Jesus and
endeavor to repent of sin and to be reminded of the gospel.2 And since the Lord’s Supper is
a solemn and beautiful symbol by which we appreciate Christ’s death on our behalf, we
believe it ought to be celebrated regularly.
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Marriage, Gender, Sexuality, and Divorce
We believe God created marriage to display the gospel, to provide a secure foundation for
raising children, and to encourage the joy and holiness of mankind.1 People are
wonderfully and immutably created as male and female, and these distinct, complementary
genders together reflect the image and nature of God.2 God ordained marriage as the union

of one man and one woman in an intimate covenant relationship lasting until death.3
Therefore, no sexual activity should take place outside of biblical marriage.4 Furthermore,
divorce should be rigorously avoided because reconciliation is central to the Christian life.5
However, due to the hardness of the human heart and brokenness of our world, divorce is a
reality and in rare cases may be legitimate.6 Regardless of circumstances, following the
example of our Lord Jesus, Christians ought to display forgiveness, restoration, and love
toward one another.7
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6. The World to Come
We believe that on the last day Christ will descend from heaven in all power and glory, and
will raise the dead from the grave to final judgment.1 At that time, there will be a separation
in which the wicked will be judged and sentenced to endless punishment under God’s just
wrath, and the righteous rewarded with endless joy in the presence of God.2 This judgment
will be pronounced by Jesus Christ, and will be an expression both of God’s unyielding
justice and His unfathomable grace and wisdom.3 Thus we eagerly hope that we who
belong to Jesus will be eternally satisfied in God as we eternally glorify Him in the new
heavens and the new earth.4
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Historic Creeds
Jesus promised He would build His Church and the gates of hell would not prevail against
it.1 We believe our Lord Jesus has kept His word and evidences of this are seen in the
historical creeds that faithful believers composed to accurately define and defend God’s
Word. In light of this, we joyfully stand alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ and
affirm other creeds that we believe accurately reflect the teachings of God’s Word.
The Apostle’s Creed (2nd Century)
The Nicene Creed (325)
The Fellowship of Evangelical Churches Articles of Faith
The Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy
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